Heroes
of the New
Testament

Paul
What happened to Stephen was the
beginning of a terrible persecution of Jesus’
followers. For instance, a man named Saul
went around dragging newly baptized
Christians to prison. But on the way to
the city of Damascus, an incredible light
surrounded Saul. Blinded, he fell to the
ground. “Saul, Saul,” a voice said. “Why
are you persecuting me?” Saul asked who
was speaking, and the answer came: “I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” Jesus
sent him ahead to Damascus, where Saul
was cured of his blindness and baptized.
Saul now wanted to tell everyone about Jesus, but you can imagine what
people thought of that idea. Wasn’t Saul the guy who’d been dragging
Christians to prison? But Saul’s friend Barnabas stood up for him and Saul
began to preach anyway. The Bible begins to refer to him as Paul, and we
read how Paul courageously went into cities where people were committing
all kinds of sins. Paul converted and baptized thousands of people. For
sharing the Good News of Jesus, Paul was thrown in prison, stoned and
beaten many times. Once he was even shipwrecked. Paul wrote letters to the
new Christian communities, offering support, advice and teaching.
Why is Paul so amazing? One word: Jesus. The risen Jesus transformed
Paul and trusted him with a mission. Paul said, “I am grateful to him who
has strengthened me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he considered me
trustworthy in appointing me to the ministry” (1 Timothy 1:12).

Paul never tried to hide his mistakes. He told
his story again and again to show the power
of Jesus’ love. How has Jesus shown his love
to you? How will you share Jesus’ love today?
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The Early Christian Communities
Is it possible for a whole group of people to be heroes? Of course it is,
especially when we’re talking about the earliest Christian communities. These
are the people who heard the word of God proclaimed by the apostles. They
changed their lives right then and there. This is how they lived:
“Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple area
and to breaking bread in their homes. They ate their meals with exultation
and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the people”
(Acts 2:46-47).

And there’s this:
“The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed
that any of his possessions was his own, but they had everything in common.
With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all.
There was no needy person among
them...” (Acts 4:32-34).
Imagine that. No one needed
anything because they looked
after each other, and because they
knew Christ was all they needed.
They kept busy with prayer—they
even praised God while they ate! Of course,
things weren’t always perfect, and the Christian
communities had their disagreements. Still, they kept
going, and they lived in God’s favor. If that’s the reward
Christ’s heroes can expect in this life, imagine what God has in
store for us in the next!

As baptized Christians, we are part of the Body of Christ—that’s
Jesus and the whole church. So you are of one heart and mind with
Jesus and all believers too! That’s another reason you’re a hero!
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God has a heroic life planned for you. So get
started learning how to live it by reading
about other heroes—the people who
followed Jesus. Here you can read about brave
adventures, uncertain heroes and much more.
Plus, there are stickers, puzzles and games to
keep the adventures going. Have fun!

Want to know more about these heroes? Here’s where you can find their stories:
Mary: Luke 1:26-56 • Joseph: Matthew 1:18—2:15 • John the Baptist: Matthew 3:1-17
Peter: Matthew 14:22-33; Luke 22:54-62; John 21:1-17 • The Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37
Mary Magdalene: Mark 14:40, 47; John 20:1-18 • Simon of Cyrene: Luke 23:26
The Good Thief: Luke 23:39-43 • The Evangelists: The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
Stephen: Acts 6:1—7:60 • Paul: Acts 9:1-30 • The Early Christians: Acts 2:41-47; 4:32-35
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