Parent Teaching Pages
January 30, 2022 • 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday Readings: Jeremiah 1:4–5, 17–19;
1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13; Luke 4:21–30

Sunday Gospel Background
The Gospel for last Sunday is a cameo of Luke’s entire Gospel. In it, Jesus announces the Good News of God’s favor and kindness
toward all people, especially the poor, the blind, and the oppressed. Jesus says he fulfills Isaiah’s words describing the one who
will bring Good News from God. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus’ neighbors reject his message; they are sure he is only the carpenter
Joseph’s son.

Share Experiences
Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

Pray together Read from this Sunday’s Responsorial Psalm 1:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 15–17, pausing after each verse. Respond
together: “I will sing of your salvation.”
Cover Activity l Love Is . . . (page 1) Give your child some time to look up 1 Corinthians 13:4–13, which is
part of Sunday’s Second Reading. Have your child fill in the missing words. Note: The missing words for the cover are: patient,
kind, jealous, pompous, inflated, rude, interests, quick-tempered, injury, wrongdoing, rejoices, truth. They are taken from the New
American Bible translation. If you use a different Bible translation, your child’s responses may be different from these.
Story l Big Jack and the Karate Kid (pages 2—3) Invite your child to read the story silently, or you may
choose to read it aloud together.
Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 1. Jack feels most secure as part of the group, laughing and joking with other
kids, focusing attention on someone other than himself; open-ended. 2. They see Sam as good-natured, willing to go along with
their jokes and to laugh at himself. Sam wants to fit in and make friends; open-ended. 3. Sam tells Jack he’s tired of being viewed
as different; Jack realizes that he’s pegged, too—as the slowest kid in the class. Open-ended. 4. Open-ended; perhaps they feel
excluded as well, despite appearances. People who act in love wouldn’t exclude or make fun of someone or take delight in pointing
out the shortcomings of someone else.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Sunday Gospel l The People of Nazareth Reject Jesus (page 4) Proclaim the Gospel by taking
turns reading aloud the various parts.
Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 1. Jesus says he is the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah, the one sent from
God to bring the Good News and announce a year of favor from the Lord. 2. Joseph’s son. 3. Jesus means that because people know
someone as a person who grew up in their hometown, they find it hard to accept that person in a new role, especially that of a
prophet.
Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus’ Hometown Rejects Him (page 4) Have your
child read this summary of Sunday’s Gospel theme.
Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 1. Open-ended; it could be through outward signs, such as going to Mass or
wearing a cross, crucifix, or a religious medal. Showing kindness or sharing your faith with others also reveals your belief in Jesus.
2. We model Christian faith for others; it is important to be true to your beliefs, to share your constancy and loyalty to what you
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Lesson Theme: Jesus’ neighbors reject him.

hold most important. 3. Being a Christian isn’t easy; some may reject Jesus’ message because they don’t want to follow God’s
commandments. Jesus did not argue with those who rejected him, nor did he fight back when they tried to throw him over the cliff.
He just passed through them and walked away.
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WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK

Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 24. Read aloud Section 4 on the
Sacraments of Healing. Emphasize the effects of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Continue the reading on
page 25 and repeat the five effects of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Visions page 5.

Catholic Faith Word l Anointing of the Sick (page 5) Read the definition aloud. This sacrament
continues Jesus’ healing actions. You might ask your child to give examples of how Jesus brings healing to both bodies and
souls. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus fulfills the words of the prophets; he brings healing to a community waiting for its Messiah. He
also brings healing through his peaceful actions; he does not argue or retaliate when the people reject him.
Our Catholic Faith l The Old Testament Tells Us Who Jesus Is (page 5) Read this feature
aloud. Then help your child look up the Scripture passage and complete the Bible sleuth questions. Answers: 1. There will be
freedom for all people and plenty to eat. People will deal fairly with one another and help their relatives. 2. Elijah tells the poor
widow—a person who would be among the most vulnerable in society— that she will have enough food for her and her son. Her
flour and oil do not run out. 3. He will be the one anointed by God who will bring Good News to those who are sick, brokenhearted,
and those who are imprisoned or held captive. 4. Remind your child that Luke was a doctor, so stories about healing would have
been of special interest to him. This story is about God’s healing power.

Live the Gospel
Living the Gospel l Confront Your Prejudices (pages 6—7) Read aloud the introduction, top left.
Instead of organizing into small groups, work together with your child on the responses and discuss the statements. Then read
aloud the paragraph below the photo on page 6. Together, brainstorm ways to complete to the statements.
World Church l World Day of the Sick (page 8) Read aloud this feature together. Share about anyone
you know who is dealing with a serious injury or illness and invite your child to do the same.
Closing Prayer l We Celebrate God’s Forgiving Love Finish this session by explaining that there are
many types of healing—healing of hearts, minds, bodies, and souls. Spend some time reflecting silently. Think of a prejudice
or selfishness you feel needs healing and invite your child to do the same. Remember, you don’t have to share these aloud.
Instead, read the words from 1 Corinthians on the cover. After each line, respond together: “Heal us, loving God.”

Parent Resources
For weekly videos, assessments, and more, scan this code or go to pflaumweeklies.com/family
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings to read this Sunday’s Scripture.

