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First Reading (Jeremiah 17:5-8)
Thus says the Lord:
Cursed is the one who trusts in human beings,
who seeks his strength in flesh,
whose heart turns away from the Lord.
He is like a barren bush in the desert
that enjoys no change of season,
but stands in a lava waste,
a salt and empty earth.
Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose hope is the Lord.
He is like a tree planted beside the waters
that stretches out its roots to the stream:
it fears not the heat when it comes;
its leaves stay green;
in the year of drought it shows no distress,
but still bears fruit.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6)
Á . Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
Blessed the man who follows not
the counsel of the wicked,
nor walks in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the company of the insolent,
but delights in the law of the Lord
and meditates on his law day and night. Á .
He is like a tree
planted near running water,
that yields its fruit in due season,
and whose leaves never fade.
Whatever he does, prospers. Á .
Not so the wicked, not so;
they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
For the Lord watches over the way of the just,
but the way of the wicked vanishes. Á .
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Second Reading (1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20)
Brothers and sisters: If Christ is preached as raised from the dead,
how can some among you say there is no resurrection of the dead? If
the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and if Christ
has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins. Then
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If for this life
only we have hoped in Christ, we are the most pitiable people of all.
But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel (Luke 6:17, 20-26)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus came down with the Twelve and stood on a stretch of level
ground with a great crowd of his disciples and a large number of
the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of
Tyre and Sidon. And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
		 for the kingdom of God is yours.
Blessed are you who are now hungry,
		 for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who are now weeping,
		 for you will laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you,
		 and when they exclude and insult you,
		 and denounce your name as evil
		 on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be great
in heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in the same way.
But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
Woe to you who are filled now,
		 for you will be hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,
		 for you will grieve and weep.
Woe to you when all speak well of you,
		 for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Jeremiah was born 645 years
before Christ. While still a
boy, Jeremiah was called by
God to be a guide for the
people of Israel. He preached
against idolatry (the worship
of false gods). There was a
time when he suffered the
rejection of many, including
his own family. Yet, when it
seemed that the people of
Israel were reaching their
end, Jeremiah encouraged
them with the hope that God
would never abandon them.
When Jeremiah compares the
heart of a person who is far
from God to a barren bush in
the desert, or a thorny plant
in dry land, he makes us
realize the sadness we feel
when we behave badly and
how life is drained from our
hearts when we turn away
from God.

A salt and empty earth is
useless for agriculture,
because the salt will not allow
plants to grow. This is another
way to describe the emptiness
felt by those people who
remain far from God.

When we say that Christ is
raised from the dead, we are
affirming the most wonderful
thing in the world! Yes,
Jesus died on the cross. But
death, which appeared to
be inevitable and to always
triumph in the end, was
overcome. We rejoice because
all of us who are close to
Jesus will also rise again at
the end of time.
Saint Paul says our Christian
faith would be vain or useless
if Jesus had not risen from
the dead. It is Jesus’ triumph
over death and the hope of
the resurrection that give
meaning and hope to
our faith.

Firstfruits are the first of a
crop to be harvested. In many
religions, the first fruits have
a religious significance and
are offered as a sacrifice of
thanks to the gods. Because
Jesus is the first to be risen
from the dead, Saint Paul
calls him the first fruits of
those who have died.

